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but for their stupendous conceit. His manners with his
staff and friends, with the Houses of Parliament, and
with Foreign Ministers raised constant irritation, and
had an evil effect. He had many enemies, and he
attracted no friends. In 1920 he was fully aware of
the errors that Mr. Lloyd George was making in the
Near East, and yet he allowed the Foreign Office to
be short-circuited and silenced, and his own views to
be ignored; while errors were made that endangered
the peace of the world and the prosperity of future
generations. Rumour has it, and it may well be true,
that Mr. Lloyd George remarked, " Behold, I am
honoured with a gilded doormat."
But the cardinal cause of failure lay far deeper in
the loosening of grip in England. The treaty with
Turkey had been postponed partly to deal with the
more pressing problems of Germany and partly to allow
the United States to take up the promises made by
President Wilson. The war spirit that might have held
the Allies together and enforced a clear-cut peace was
dead, and after it had come disappointment at the result
of the War. The reaction was in full swing and there
was a determination among all classes to avoid at all
costs any further use of force, to reduce the fighting
services and the striking power of the Empire, to cut
expenses and avoid all commitments.
For the minute the things of the spirit strove with
the things of the world; but down the wind of the
reaction, against the spiritual stimulus of the war, came
a great boom in Materialism. For one minute on the
nth of November at the burial of the Unknown Warrior